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Abstract 
 

The education of students is a journey to figure out the most efficient way to help 

students succeed. One of the tools that teachers use to guide students to success is the 

use of presentation software. The presentation softwares that we are looking at are 

Prezi and Microsoft PowerPoint. Prezi and PowerPoint are compared in this document, 

because Prezi is a new up and coming software that relates to PowerPoint and is 

argued to be an upgrade / competitor to PowerPoint. So this whole report is used 

compare and contrast the properties of Prezi and PowerPoint. To figure out if it is worth 

making the transition to Prezi or vice versa.  

 

The three criteria we used to compare Prezi and PowerPoint were teacher preferences 

through online surveys and studies, which type of presentation software they use, and 

what benefits they provide. We examined the accessibility of each software on different 

types of operating systems (Mac, PC, Mobile Devices, etc.), and how efficiently it can 

be shared with others. Lastly, how easily the software can be learned, used, and 

mastered by newcomers.  
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Introduction 

 
In our society, technology is a leading force in education and the workplace. As we 

make strides to create faster and more efficient technology, the new generations race to 

keep up. New iPhones coming out every year, new careers coming into play as new 

problems arise, and even classes dedicated to programming, hacking, and formatting. 

Students are expected to have proficiency in typing, minor formatting, and computer 

skills before the fourth grade.  

 

With these ever-changing technological times, it would be most sensical to have a 

presentation program most suited for students’ uses and needs. Here, we will explore 

two popular presentation programs: Microsoft PowerPoint and Prezi. We will be looking 

into three factors: teacher’s preference, accessibility on different devices, and which is 

easiest to learn and master. 

 

We used review of literature as research. Our group came together to share our cited 

sources and annotated bibliographies. 

 

Originally, we planned to use email polls through direct contact from Lane Community 

College teachers  for our research, however, our responses were disappointing, so we 

discarded the data we collected.  

 

Our group also created mock presentations on Prezi and PowerPoint to explore their 

unique tools and capabilities.  
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Platform Compatibility with Prezi 
 

 Prezi is one of the newest 

presentation programs to emerge 

within the last couple of years. 

Founded in 2009, the company has 

had time to fine tune the program and 

resolve issues. This has allowed us 

to look deeper into its functionality 

and evaluate its compatibility with 

professional grade computer platforms                 Figure 1 Source: Prezi.com 

 such as Apple. There are two ways to use Prezi, a free online only version and an 

offline (downloadable) version only available by purchasing and upgrading to a paid 

Prezi account. We will be looking at the online free version which provides access to 

unlimited presentations. As you can see in Figure 2 Prezi is free, however users are 

limited to what is available and, like PowerPoint, must pay to use advanced features. 

Additionally, we will look at if and how the Prezi program works on phones, specifically 

on the iPhone. The iPhone is the most used phone globally so looking into whether 

there is a mobile app for download and use is logical.  

 

iMac Compatibility  

The iMac is well known for its superior computing with media based programs like 

Adobe Creative Cloud programs and Final Cut Pro video editing software. So it is no 
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surprise that Prezi functions well on the iMac, A Review of a Presentation Technology: 

Prezi stated that “Prezi can be used with either a PC or Macintosh computer.   ⠀  ⠀ 

Users need a high-speed Internet connection, an up-to-date supported web browser 

and operating system, a minimum 

of 1 GB computer memory, a scroll 

mouse or touchpad, and a recent 

version of the Adobe Flash Player 

program.” (Perron 2)  

Prezi interfaces well with the Apple 

 operating system (iOS) when it 

comes to media and how the 

system interfaces with the program. 

          Figure 2 Source: Prezi.com                  Media Loads seamlessly from the 

iOS hard drive into Prezi, the rendering (upload) time is almost instant. The Prezi format 

coupled with the media driven iOS platform and the “light” usage of the OS systems 

proved to be a formidable  

pairing when it came to the effectiveness when presenting. The Journal of 

Medical Imaging and Radiation Sciences concluded: 

The response rate to the survey was 67% (31 students). The various 

learning styles of the participants were examined. 58.5% (20 students) 

learned by a mixture of visual, tactile and auditory learning. 52.9% (18 

students) found Prezi to be very effective in their learning. There was 

strong agreement (55.9% or 19 students) that Prezi enhanced student 

interest. 64.7% (22 students) agreed they would use Prezi in their own 

future presentations. 53% (18 students) enjoyed the Prezi format over 

the traditional PowerPoint. A large proportion (88.2% or 28 students) 

felt that the platform was aesthetically pleasing. (Lam 174) 

The positive feedback from this survey only bolsters the Prezi software performance for 

a finished and “polished” presentation. The numbers gathered not only states that Prezi 
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is effective but will influence users to use Prezi in their future research presentations. 

The company reached “36 million users” (Bort) as of 2013 and has been hard at work 

attracting more potential users to the Program by adding intriguing features as seen 

from my own screenshot in figure 3. the  The program is making aggressive advances 

targeting PowerPoint directly  with the feature to convert an already finished PowerPoint 

file  to a Prezi presentation. 

Over all the Prezi software combined with 

the iOS platform is a power move if you 

want a visually professional presentation. 

The compatibility issue is nonexistent 

considering Mac computers are 

notoriously limited by Apple in terms of 

what programs can run on a Mac. Though 

as I said earlier the Mac is a media Driven

   Figure 3 Source: Prezi.com              OS system and so is Prezi so the two pair 

well for professional use and applications.  

 

Prezi App for iPhone 

 

Prezi has also developed an app for phones as well. The app has a  presentation only 

parameter meaning that you can only display your presentation creations there is no 

editing option for the app version of Prezi. The app operates on the iPhone extremely 

well and interfacing is smooth and seamless. The app runs presentations just like its 

computer based counterpart in the continuous flowing style it is known for.  

 

Prezi Operational Compatibility Pros: 

● Online Accessibility Feature 

● Offline Accessibility Feature  

● Seamless Software to OS Interfacing  
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● Phone App Feature 

● Phone App Operates just like Software  

 

Prezi Operational Compatibility Cons: 

● Offline Mode Only Available With Subscription 

● Phone App Does Not Have Editing Feature 

 

 
PowerPoint Accessibility 

 
Accessibility between Platforms: 

 

PowerPoint is a $129.99 app that can be purchased by going to the Microsoft website. 

Making a PowerPoint slideshow inside the app lets you use different layouts for each 

slide and lets you use a plethora of tools for each slide when you are finished with your 

own presentation you can choose how you wish to transfer the information to another 

platform. If you have internet access you have multiple options. You can either store 

your file on Google Drive or save it to the Cloud so people can see it on a web browser 

(figure 4). If you don't have an internet connection you would need to save your 

PowerPoint file onto a data stick and 

manually transfer it to the other computer. 

Through PowerPoint online you have the 

ability of sharing presentations to wherever 

you can access your Microsoft account and 

receive the file through the internet. The 

mobile device aspect of this software is 

less focused on the actual building of said 

presentations but more focused on the 

aspect of accessing the shared  
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            Figure 4 Source: PowerPoint            documents. In 2006 there was a news 

article on how the use of Microsoft tools was “a handy asset for any business user, 

frequent traveler or simply an individual subscriber who is eager to save time” (Nacheva 

1). The sharing of corporate information to other coworkers in a quick efficient manner is 

what made Microsoft PowerPoint, and PDF thrive amongst corporations and 

businesses. However, we do have to state that this source is from around 13 years ago 

so the rise of presentation software has been growing since then, spawning competitors 

like Prezi to join the fight of presentation software. 

 

Accessibility for people with disabilities: 

Microsoft PowerPoint and other products might be very easily shared and received 

through a mobile device or a desktop computer, but the real question is the level of 

difficulty it is for the not so fortunate able-bodied people. The presentation software tries 

its best when it comes to the alt text of pictures and videos to try and help people who 

have a disability involving their vision. Alt pictures are text not seen normally and only 

come into play when a text to speech program is run and once it reaches the picture it 

will say text written by the author to describe the image for the individual. Technology 

has been growing not only in popularity but in more usability by all, matter the type of 

software. The main steps that are taken when a software is created is to make it the 

most accessible between people of different levels of ableness. And the education 

system is always looking for ways to make it easier for their students to learn. 

 

Conclusion on PowerPoint: 

 The tools used for education will always vary when it comes to efficiency, but one 

of the most important features is how known is it to most people. Difficulty can always 

arise when the use of technology is enforced when it is a large leap from the original 

program. Of course, it’s always worth it in the outcome to reach a more accepted form 

of communication if it takes a small amount of time to learn how to use a new 

technology. But technology has its own limits, even if technology advances and the 
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intractability and accessibility increases, one of the main ways is interacting face to 

face. Teaching subjects will be taught using tools online or using presentation software 

but they have their limits, “Microsoft PowerPoint (ppt) and Word, Adobe Portable File 

Format (PDF), phones or emails are possible to have some level of interactivity” 

(Watson 3). 

 

Pros of PowerPoint: 

● Online accessibility between Iphone, computer, and any platform that can run the 

app and or software. 

● Can offline share between computers using stick drive or USB drive. 

 

Cons of PowerPoint:  

● The offline accessibility on pc, or mac requires you to purchase the application 

for 129 USD. 

 

 

Teacher Preference: Prezi  

Prezi and PowerPoint are the two top contenders in presentation software. There are 

others but none have the amount of users that these two bost. PowerPoint sitting at 

roughly 120 Million users and Prezi at 100 million. The perforation of PowerPoint and 

Prezi has prompted educators to ask whether (if either) are “better” for students and use 

in the classroom. Through the six sources I looked at they all had some underlying 

similarities.  

 

 

 

 

Prezi: Pros 

● Allows for a more visual approach  
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● Improves retention of the information when compared with powerpoint 

● Has little restrictions in formating  

 

Prezi: cons 

● Prezi cannot be worked on without an internet connection  

● On average students have much less experience with prezi than powerpoint  

 

Prezi was explained as a more visual tool when looked at with PowerPoint. 

The layout you could construct had a more “loose format”. This is not a bad thing rather 

it let users be more creative in the ways they could present their information. Seen here 

in Prezi presentation. (Figure 5) 

 
                                         Figure 5 Source: Prezi.com/presentations 

 

The presentation starts in the top left corner and as you navigate it using the arrow keys 

the camera zooms out to the left signifying a movement back in time. The structure of 
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this presentation is tailored around its content. This is one example of how Prezi’s 

unique movement can be used to express the theme of a presentation.  

 Scientific concepts can also be presented in a way that allows the audience to better 

grasp the content. In this presentation (Figure  ) the audience is introduce to general 

relativity by text and equations within stars and in asteroid belts. the camera moves a 

spins into different parts of the scene creating an islution of moving through the galaxy 

when exploring this concept. 

 

 
Figure 6 Source: Prezi.com 

 

Teacher Preference: PowerPoint 

PowerPoint has been a long-standing classroom presentation software, but is it really 

the best one out there for students? Teachers have used PowerPoint for years to teach 

future generations, and PowerPoint is a handy tool in any student’s toolbox. However, 

when our group interviewed a handful of teachers from Lane Community College, the 

results we got back were disappointing. The one teacher that responded recommended 

Google Docs for their students. Luckily, thanks to the vast world-wide-web, there are 

hundreds of articles and teacher recommendations. In my six sources combined, they 
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reference PowerPoint six times as a good contender, Prezi only four times, and other 

presentation softwares thirteen times. Overall, PowerPoint was listed as a great tool, but 

not for every occasion.  

PowerPoint: Pros 

● Online access with PowerPoint Online. 

○ Cloud-sharing capabilities. 

● Available on most electronic devices (mobile, computer, laptop, etc.). 

● Simple set-up, easy to navigate. 

● Well-recognized and identifiable. 

● Pre-made templates to aid in creation of visually appealing presentations. 

PowerPoint: Cons 

● Overly simplistic layout and presentation style.  

● Overused pre-made templates take away from appeal. 

● Un-captivating and potentially boring. 

 

PowerPoint may not be the most highly recommended presentation software, but it still 

remains one of the most used among students and teachers alike.  

  

 

Usability of Prezi 

When discussing the usability of Powerpoint or Prezi as presentation tools, it is 

important to understand the fundamentals of each and whether or not they are right for 

the style of presentation you are aiming 

for. Powerpoint is a linear based 

presentation tool, which means that it is 

based on slides. Prezi is a nonlinear 

presentation tool, used for primarily 

visually appealing presentations by 
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“telling a story.” So, based on this information, determining which presentation tool is 

best for you is all                 Figure 7 Source: Prezi.com            based on the context the 

situation and the usability of either presentation tools.  

 

The Usability of Prezi Prezi, being a new way to form presentations, has been growing 

in popularity throughout businesses and colleges in the world. With this new way of 

presentation, data concludes that studentsand workers are not only more interested 

when using Prezi, but also motivate them in the long run. For example, a study was 

done on middle school science students to view their motivation in class. Over 6 weeks, 

they observed 28 students from 2 science classes. ”Results also indicated that Prezi 

was, most notably, effective in informing students about science topics, presenting 

information in an understandable way, and that Prezi would be an effective learning tool 

if used in other courses.” That being said, learning to use Prezi effectively is something 

that must be noted. Although Prezi is an effective learning tool, it can be difficult to 

master. Taking the time to effectively use Prezi is something that takes time, energy, 

and focus. As Jack Reidy states on Quora.com, “With Prezi...a great presentation 

depends on the presenter. Too many people think software sells the deal...A confident 

and prepared presenter is the key.” Prezi could be the most effective for a student to 

use in the classroom. “Toolbox Tip: Using Prezi In The Classroom” by Robin Pierman, 

states that “When used deliberately and thoughtfully, it can convey meaning in an 

engaging and memorable way. Unfortunately, when it is used poorly, it can cause your 

audience to feel seasick. For this reason, trainers tend to think of Prezi as either an 

exciting new medium for presenting or a flashy gimmick that makes them dizzy.” This is 

an important factor to note, because if used incorrectly, it could hinder your ability to 

communicate well in your presentation. When dealing with the technical support aspect 

of Prezi, you must have an account through them. After creating an account, the 

website will reveal a vast amount of resources for their users and will offer personal, 

real-time help. This is important because if when creating a presentation, having an 
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obstacle such as technical difficulties will hinder your ability to have an effective 

presentation. 

 

 

 

Usability of Microsoft PowerPoint 

 

Microsoft PowerPoint has been a part of the Microsoft Office Suite of programs since 

1989. It has a long history of use among business professionals and, beginning in the 

1990s, students to create visual presentations in a slide deck format. Subsequent 

versions have provided updates tracking advances in computing and internet 

technology, adding features, and/or refreshing the interface.  

 

Here, PowerPoint is evaluated as a tool for use by college students based on a set of 

objective criteria to be compared with Prezi, a competing presentation software product. 

Factors considered in this comparative analysis include: Intuitive Design, Learnability, 

Efficiency, Memorability, Errors, and Satisfaction. The criteria for evaluating 

PowerPoints usability for college students are ranked in this order based on flow of 

perceived usability, i.e. intuitive design informs learnability, which impacts efficiency and 

memorability, reducing or preventing errors and leading to user satisfaction. 

 

Intuitive Design 

● Interface is designed similar to other Microsoft Office applications (Word, Excel) 

making navigation easy for anyone familiar with those products 

● Control Ribbon provides tabs grouping related actions 

● Clearly defined one click or drop down menus to create and edit slides 

Learnability 
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● Descriptive menu choices and visuals describing actions 

● Undo and redo encourage experimentation 

● Interactive help feature 

● Some actions require multiple clicks or steps to complete 

Efficiency 

● Many options to create similar outputs can overwhelm 

● Advanced effects or actions may take time to perfect 

● Dependent on user(s) experience or knowledge 

● Drag and drop to change order or insert new slide in sidebar 

Memorability 

● Intuitive design supports proficiency upon return use 

● Previous presentation slides, click to edit provides review tips 

● Copy and paste feature useful for formatting new slides 

Errors 

● Slides appear as small format deck in sidebar as completed 

● Auto spell and grammar check features 

● Undo button 

● Flaws related to users lack of audience understanding or the psychological 

principles of presentation method 

Satisfaction 

● Correlates to proficiency with use software 

● Features allow creation of outstanding outputs, even with relatively little prior 

experience 
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● Software has stood the test of time and remains immensely popular across 

generations of users 

Usability is a combination of factors that, taken together, can be used to assess the 

value of a tool. PowerPoint, like any tool, requires a level of user proficiency to achieve 

its purpose as an effective and meaningful visual communication aid. For college 

students, most of whom have a relatively high degree of comfort with technology and 

software, PowerPoint ranks high in terms of usability based on analysis of objective 

criteria. It has impressive technical attributes, including: ease of use, intuitive format, 

flexibility and creative potential. These attributes, taken into consideration with its 

longstanding success in the marketplace, make PowerPoint a valuable option for 

college students to communicate with any audience. Despite minor drawbacks, it is 

eminently usable. 

 

To Conclude  

 

After reviewing and careful consideration, we as a team have decided that Prezi is the 

superior presentation software of the two. Prezi’s informational flow coupled with the 

visual appeal that can cater to and match any subject of presentation was our first point 

that swayed our decision. Another is the price point, you can get a free version, and 

upgrading to the next tier is only $7.99 a month (this subscription allows for offline 

access as well) compared to PowerPoint’s $129.99 firm price tag. The Prezi app is also 

a versatile tool when you need to present information on the go. Even with it’s 

presentation only feature the app has access to all of your presentations for quick 

informational viewing. All in all, Prezi has gone from a startup to the dark horse catching 

up to PowerPoint, and finally is boasting close to the same user numbers as PowerPoint 

but Prezi is equipped with a presentation arsenal that is far superior and much more 

innovative, so that is why in our opinion Prezi is the better choice in this era of 

professional presentations.  
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